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people to read their Bibles," but that the 

is that ‘^ve want our young F preceded by a course 

SS. She heepe rules i„ view, first, 
of general New Testament evidential point of view and, 

that the Bible may be st explained away, perceiving that 

secondly, that miracles a of a higher series of laws. We 

our Lord’s miracles are emotional tone of the book, seeing 

like the calm inte»ectua , reverence. 

that the author treats n J jyj|. London, revised by W. Robinson 

TAe Amateur g^ite admirable gardening book free from 

(Warne & Co., i/-)- practical instruction, in fact it seems to us to 

pretty talk, and vety u garden book (and that surely is without 

be Mr. Robinson s ig ^ suitable for small gardens. 

an rqnal) .n, a an.aH rrak, 


The capital iIlnalraMns^^^^ Edition (Blackwood & Sons, 2/- per volume). 
We have ahead; had occasion .0 apeahjn praise of the 


George 


of George Eliot’s novels, now completed by the four volumes which have 
Iched usfor xts\t^ -Daniel Deronda (2 vols.). the Poems (i vol), and 
the Essays (i vol.). It is agreeable to be tempted to read once more the 
essays moral and critical, of so great a thinker. The three essays 
on German subjects, -Heine, Weimar and the German peasant,-are 
especially interesting. The Spanish Gipsy, Jubal, and the other Poems, 
in this edition, is a real gift, a little volume delightful to handle, and 
offering a most inviting page. 

The New Century (Nelson, 2/- a volume). Here, again, we have 
charming volumes, and so pleasing and easily turned a page, with such 
capital type, that we are inclined to give up any preference we may have 
had for India paper. 

Bell’s Miniature Series of Painters (i/- each, net). Messrs. George 
Bell & Sons are doing a great deal towards making us an art-loving 
nation. These shilling handbooks are invaluable. There is no attempt to 
popularise art or to talk down to the reader, but, in each case, we get 
such an introduction to the artist as an art-lover would welcome : — 

Watts, by Charles D. Bateman, with eight delightful illustrations. 

‘ I want to make people think,” says Mr. Watts ; and here we have the 
great artist presented as a great teacher, a power in his own land, an 
intluence everywhere. 

Mr^ Rowley Cleeve considers that the qualities of Romney 
ness ” ^iT"-n words, “ grace, melody, sunshine and sweet- 

inveiitorand’creator”ifd a great painter, an 

equal interpreter It i gaiety and grace of life have had no 

by a sombre and gloomytTmpeV^^^ Painter himself was characterised 

Lo^don%^"T/^’ Teacher’s Guild, 74, Gower Street, 
•’ ''' be useful to teachers. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Editor ts not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents?^ 

Dear Editor,— It has been said that the progressive civilisation of a 
nation is indicated by the increased consumption of soap, and I suppose 
the ordinary Englishwoman would complacently maintain that the 
increase of comfort in the condition of all classes in England during the 
last 50 years has been accompanied by increased attention to cleanliness. 

I hope that this is generally true, but my own experience makes me fear 
that nowadays girls and young women of the upper middle class are less 
careful as regards personal cleanliness and neatness than their mothers 
were. I have been often shocked to see the neglected fingernails and 
teeth, the unkempt hair and generally ungroomed appearance of young 
maidens who come from homes in which one would expect that the habits 
of fastidious cleanliness and dainty neatness, which should characterize 
the well-bred English girl, would be acquired as a matter of course under 
maternal supervision, as of old. It sometimes seems as if the important 
parts of the toilette had been omitted in order to have time for an untidy 
attempt at an elaborate coiffure, or a wonderful arrangement of lace and 
jewellery. Do you think that mothers nowadays leave these matters to 
the girls themselves, or do they consider governesses and schoolmistresses 
responsible for this important part of bringing up ? Or, is the life of the 
modern school girl and student too full for her to take proper care of her 
person ? As Miss Soulsby says, w^ashing is “ not a natural instinct ; it is 
an acquired taste and a part of training in self control,” and if this taste is 
not acquired in youth, I fear it will not be in later life. 

Truly yours, Sapo. 


Dear Editor, — The first letter on Girls’ Education,” under the head 
of ** Discussion” in the March number of the Parents^ Review^ appears to 
me to overlook the value of idealism as an element in the perfect womanly 
character; the masculine matter-of-factness which the writer apparently 
wishes to induce in woman would, I feel, impair the influence of woman as 
inspirer and idealist— surely one of her most precious prerogatives. One 
must admit that the fact that women expect more from life than men leads 
to the ill-results that the correspondent points out, namely, a morbid 
desire for sympathy, and discontent ; but should not these be counteracted 
by a wiser and more unselfish development of the innate idealism from 
which they spring, rather than by a suppression of that idealisni The 
desire for ” the high that is for earth too high” must do incalculable goo 
if it is joined with practical faith-inspired effort to make ourselves and 
othlri approach nearer to it, and by conr.g. and truM to endnt. failure 
and disappointment. Frances Wilkinson. 

p t; Tp brief, if woman’s idealism “ works in Charity, rests in 

Providence, and turns upon the poles of Truth,” we cannot have too much 

Dear Editor,— In answer to ” Foster Mother’s” letter in the parents’ 
for March, I should like to suggest the following books 
Kinesley’s JVaterbabies, which children of four and five 
delifht fn ; Kingsley’s Heroes; Agathos, by Wilberforce ; parts of M 
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i^ettek bag. 


T^eLfgend °f Creightley, 

Allegories and of / Canton, but ^vith all these three, 

and of TAe Child's Book of alarm.ng-so that they cannot 

parts are unsuitable'too o^ ^^,jghtful as they are. Then about 

be put into the child fhroufh the Zoo, by A. Batty, 

foreign countries, A ^ children in Blue and Found! or Our 

about u. is charming, ^y p codrington, and both about 2r. 

Search in the Western V y< published by the Religious Tract 

Also Tales told m the l> Common Things, and The World at 

Society; Aunt Lomsas satisfactory than their 

Home, by M. and E. ^ ^.^^py capital. For fairy tales, 

titles would lead one t PF p^^^^s of it, and some of the tales 

KnsV'in'sKingq/the , p Cooke. I have avoided all those in 

in Nature Myths , ^^3 j t^ink it is too confusing to the 

it and the . -jj ^ },ave to distinguish between the true God and 

„i„d of, SO ,ha, ,hey are better left alone till 

rnhet ll“r ^Fol poetry, Tit ChiUren’! Garltind in the Golden Treasury 
L and pans !i Hiawatha. Of delightful books <>'«» is 

no lack and it is most intense delight to a child from Its baby days two 
years old and on, to have these books (rather than the mere picture-book 
with a foolish letter-press !) constantly about it in the nursery— to look at 
their pictures, and then discover and examine the things mentioned in its 
walks and at the seaside and in the garden. This is I believe one of the 
most satisfactory kinds of training a young child can possibly have, and is 
laying up a store of real interest for the future, besides obviating boredom 
and perfectly useless and trashy talk during the many hours spent out of 
doors. Of course the nurse must be at one with you if this training is to 
have its full effect. The Eyes and No Eyes series of Readers by Arabella 
Buckley, just brought out, and to be had in six ^d, and 4^. parts, or in one 
3;. td, volume, is really splendid and cannot be too highly commended, I 
think. Children of five will delight in it. Seaside Walks of a Naturalist.^ 
and Country Walks of a Naturalisiy ^s. 6 d, each, by W. Houghton, are 
delightful. Common Objects of the Country, by F. J* Wood, ^s. 6 d . ; 
Furneaux’ Outdoor Worlds 41. bd , ; Kearton’s Dickie’ Bird Land., about 5s. ; 
and Playing at Botany^ by Phcebe Allen, are all capital books well worth 
possessing. As good literature of a rather more advanced kind, but from 
which tales could be told, there are the two delightful books edited by 
F'ro/ssar/ m England and Stories from Froissart, 4.5*. 6 d. each, 
an ary Macleod s Book of King Arthur and his Noble Knights^ and 
de^i^htf also 4s td. each. These are all four most 
thAnn^ ’ ^ ^ive further particulars about any of 

lookinp- ^ ^ rieed hardly say that the pictures all want carefully 

I have suitable to show to little children, 

old and u ^4. entirely with reference to children of five years 

children An 1 books could also be used for much older 

‘ Apologising for the length of this letter, 

Holton Park, Oxford. ^ yours truly, 

Florence hKEMANiLE. 
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TO THE READERS OF THE ^‘PARENTS’ REVIEW.*’ 

I^EAK Readers, We read and welcome the Parents' Review month 
by month, and know it has brought help and happiness into many homes. 
One constantly meets and hears of people who know nothing of the work 
of the Union, who live in distant homes away from possible lectures and 
conferences, and who delight in the red magazine which brings them in 
touch with the best educational thought of the day. We are most grateful 
to the editor and the able contributors to this Review, but in the busy rush 
of life have any of us stopped to think how all this has come about? 
Money is needed to launch every society, every training college, every 
journal. How were ours started? Our founder launched the Union and 
the House of Education without any outside help, but for starting the 
magazine she had to call in the aid of a few friends and well-wishers. 
There is, therefore, another small band of people of whose existence some 
of us were hardly aware, to whom our deep gratitude is due — they are the 
shareholders in the Parents' Review Company, those friends who thirteen 
years ago subscribed money to start the magazine. 

Circumstances have gradually arisen which make it impossible to 
continue the existence of this Company. In order therefore to prevent its 
being sold to any ordinary publishers, and the consequent loss of much 
that we value in tone, etc., the Committee of the P.N.E.U., which includes 
Mr. F. Steinthal (one of the directors of the Parents' Review Company), 
have decided that it would be to the best interests of the P.N.E.U. that 
The Union, which already publishes and distributes the Parents' Review, 
should also own it. A fund is therefore being opened to buy up the shares 
of the Company (representing fiA 5 S) present the magazine to the 

Society. 1. • u f 

Several of the shareholders have generously handed over their shares to 

this fund. Others have not yet been approached, and others are not in a 
position to do this. To refund these latter, about £400 will be required 
and I feel sure that this sum will be easily collected among the 2000 o 
readers of the Review and members of the P.N.E.U. 

Will every grateful reader send a contribution, however small, o 

Mrs. Stirling, 

The Lodge, 

Ladbroke Road, 

London, W., 

who has kindly offered to act as treasurer to the fund 

I acknowledge with grateful thanks the recent of l*st of con 
tributions on the following page, received up to March 15th, a y 

believe 1 have not appealed in vain. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. Franklin, 

50, Potchester Terrace, W. Haa- Organizing S«. P.N.E. U. 

P.S.-I will glafy JTrife'tVmVOT 

expenditure of the money should anyone care t 
subject. 
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list of contributions to 

Acknowledged last month 

Donations, 


Mrs. Jackson ... 

G. and G. C. 

Mrs. Bass 
Mrs. Ellis 
Major Ward, K.E. 

Mrs- Albert Williams 
Mrs. Baiker 
Mrs. Birnstingb 
Mrs. Littleboy & anothe 
Mrs. Tubbs 
Lady Wills 
Mrs. Taber 
Mrs. Kinsey 
Mrs. Sharpe 
Mrs. H. L. Jeffcock 
Mrs. Robson Scott 
Mrs. Simms 
The Marquise de Prut 
Mrs. Buxton 
Lady Vincent ... 

Mrs. Marks 
Mrs. Uridge ... 

Mrs. Wicksteed 

Total Received 


£ 

1 

0 

0 

2 
I 
I 
I 
0 
0 
I 

5 

1 
0 
o 

0 

2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 


s. 

1 

2 

5 

2 

0 

1 
0 

10 

10 

0 
0 

1 

5 

5 

5 

2 
0 
5 

10 

8 

5 

10 
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THE FUND 

/i«>4 
Donations. 


10 


d. 

Mrs. Christison 



s. 

d. 

0 

••• 

0 

5 

0 

6 

Mrs. Dyer 

• • • 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Mrs. Cooper ... 

... 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Mrs. Eyre 


0 

5 

0 

0 

Mrs. Muhlberg 

• •• 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Miss Buchan Smith 

••• 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Mrs. Cameron ... 

• •• 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. Rees 

. . . 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. F. W. Monks 

• • • 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. E. Howson 

. . « 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. W. North Andrew 

• • . 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Mrs. Clarke 

. . . 

0 

5 

0 

0 

Lady Campbell 

. . . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Miss A. Lilley ... 

• • • 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Mrs. Lawther ... 


I 

I 

0 

0 

Mrs. E. Penrose 

• • • 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. Walter Campbell 

• • • 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Ex-Student 

• • . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

The Lady Helen Lacy 

• •• 

I 

I 

0 

6 

Mrs. Rutson 

• • • 

5 

0 

0 

0 

Mrs. Miller 

• • • 

1 

I 

0 

0 

Mrs. W. Edwards, jun. 

... 

I 

0 

0 


£210 4 6 


“Mrs. M. B. Scott 5s.,” which appeared in the April list, should have read 
“ Miss M. B. Scott 2s. 6rf. and Miss E. L. Bertram 2S. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26, Victoria Street, S.W- 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
tnatters of interest connected with their branches, also 6 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 
N.B.—Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 

in the call attention to an error made in the last issue 

Restlessnt^c f Finlay’s lecture, which should have been “The 

Restlessness of Modern Youth,” not Uselessness as stated. 

new branches. 

BranchtsTn“ the So^in^rplacL •!!" '^‘^h a view 

Barry (Glamorgan). 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Bristol. 

Cardiff. 

Cheltenham. 
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Copenhagen. ~ 

Croydon.— N ames may be sent pro tern, to P. Rands, Esq., Brightv 
Bensham Manor Road. ^ ““Rncy, 


Dublin. Names may be sent pro tern, to Rev. T D 

4, Mountjoy Square, Dublin. 

Dunfermline.— Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, 
glad to hear from people interested. 

Esher. 

Guildford.- Names may be sent pro tern, to Mrs. Clarke 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford. 


Osborne, 
would be 

Kennedy, 


Huddersfield. 

Manchester.— Mrs. Freston, 6, St. Paul’s Road, Kersal, Manchester 
will receive names of people interested in this Branch (fro tern \ ' 
Norwich. 

Nottingham. 

Prestbury. 

Reigate. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Tunbridge Wells and District.— //<?«. Sec. and Treasurer : 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tern.). 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 


/ 

Bournemouth and Boscombe. — The monthly meeting was held on 
Tuesday, April 15th. A paper was read by Miss C. Agnes Rooper on 
“How to interest children in the outside world.” A very successful 
exhibition was held at Pen Selwood, on Wednesday, April 9th, of 
collections of shells, fossils, dried flowers, dried seaweeds, brush-painted 
flowers, and nature note books, the winter work of the P.N.E.U. Young 
Naturalist Club. Prizes were awarded to the most successful. 

Darlington. — The annual meeting was held at Woodside, by kind 
permission of Mrs. Gurney Pease, on Jan. 24th. The report for the 
preceding year was read and adopted, and a satisfactory balance sheet 
presented Miss Alice Buckton then addressed the members on “ Some 
Modern Ideals in the Education of Women." After tracing the 
development of woman from the time when she was considered man’s 
chattel barely credited with a soul, up to the present day with its “ sweet 
eirl graduates ” Miss Buckton shewed that there was some danger of the 
intellectual side being developed at the expense of the practical and 
womanly. She then gave a picturesque and interesting account of life at 
Sesame House. This training college is planned on the lines of the 
Pestalozzi-Frobel Haus, in Berlin, and is intended to develop in 
more womanly qualities that are in danger of being crowded out by the 
ordinary school curriculum. The age of the students vanes but the 
greater number are between twenty and thirty years old.- On Feb. 19th a 
Letins was held at Elm Ridge, by kind permission of Mrs. Hodgkin, 
when Mrs Tames Backhouse read a paper on “The Limitations of theory 
Tn Tustificaiion of her title, the lecturer said it was because she admired 


